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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Zhou (5,953,469). 

In regard to claims 1 and 8, Zhou discloses a display device comprising a first 
light guide 20 (figure 3), a second light guide 40, a movable element 30 and selector 
means 71 and 72 the movable element 30 is arranged in between said light guides, and 
wherein said selector is arranged to locally bring the movable element into contact with 
a selected one of the light guides. 

In regard to claims 2-4 Zhou teaches that said movable element is reflective ( 31 
and col. 10, lines 31-35) or transparent (30c, 30d (col. 1 I, lines 20-21)). Zhou further 
discloses row and column electrode 22 and 23 (figure 5C). 

In regard to claims 5 and 6, Zhou discloses LEDs as light-emitting means for 
emitting UV radiation (col. 16, lines 60). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zhou. 
Zhou does not specifically teach that the light-emitting means are arranged to 
alternatively introduce into the first and second light guides. However Zhou discloses 
two light sources (60 and 66) disposed at opposite ends of a waveguide. Further he 
teaches other variations in light-coupling method are possible. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
arrange Zhou's light-emitting means to alternatively introduce light into the first and 
second light guides because of Zhou's teachings above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art fails to show or teach in combination the claimed display device 
configured to alternately introduce light into the first and second light guides. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/15/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In response to applicant's arguments that Zhou failed to disclose 
individually, or suggest in combination, a second light guide and a selector configured to 
selectively bring movable element into contact with a selected once of the two 
waveguides, the applicant is respectfully advised that while the claims of issued patents 
are interpreted in light of the specification, prosecution history, prior art and other 
claims, this is not the mode of claim interpretation to be applied during examination. 
During examination, the claims must be interpreted as broadly as their terms reasonably 
allow. In re American Academy of Science Tech Center, 70 USPQ2d 1827 (Fed. Cir. 
May 13, 2004). In this case, element 40 is a light guide because it is used to guide light 
through element 20. Furthermore, element 30 is movable toward light guide 20 for 
controlling the light emission (col. 4 lines 15-25). The movement is facilitated by the 
mechanical structures (seen in figure 8A, and explained in col. 11 line 47-col. 12 lines 9) 
as well as electrostatic forces (col. 7 lines 39-49). Since element 30 is movable, it would 
inherently have a selector to operate the movement via 71 and 72. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Baur (4,1 13,360) teaches a similar device with a movable part disposed between 
the two light guides. 

Roest (6,396,637) teaches a similar device with light guides and a foil part. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie A. Shallenberger whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7131 . The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday - Friday 830-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on 571-272-2009. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Seryice Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Julie Shallenberger 
Examiner AU 2875 
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